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LONDON— “Their authen- 
icity,” says the introduction 
o the Penkovsky Papers, the 
nemoirs of the Anglo-Ameri- 
,an spy in Russia, “is beyond 
juestion.” It is not. 

Indeed, the book itself con- 
.ains the evidence showing cer- 
ain parts of it 
o be a forgery, 

* v e n though 
Jther sections 
>f the book 
are evidently 
nade up of in- 
telligence in- 
'ormation pro- 
vided by Pen- 
iovsky before 
’is arrest. Zorza 

But the book 

loes not, in fact, claim to be 
nade up of Pemkovsky’s intel- 
igence reports to the West. 
3n the contrary, it is said to 
>e quite distinct from them, and 
.o consist of “notes, sketches 
and c’ommcnt s” accumu- 
.ated by him during his spying 
career in 1961-62 and “smug- 
gled out of the Soviet Union" 
only in the autumn of 1962, at 
the time of his arrest. It is 
said that Penkovsky hoped 
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that they might eventually be have two or more.” All? For] 
published “to clarify his mo- sure? 1 


abled the western leaders to 
treat Soviet threats and boasts 


that a work with so noble a 
purpose should include so 
much purely military and po- 
litical intelligence. 

The ‘Low-down’ 

Much of the book seems 
calculated to show the Soviet 
system in the worst possible 
light, but this would be con- 
sistent with Penkovsky’s at- 
tempt to justify his defection. 
It is even possible to stretch 
this interpretation to explain 
the “low-down” — and it really 
is low— on the sexual mores, 
the drunkenness and cupidity 
of some of the people he knew 
in the higher ranks of the po- 
licital, military and intelli- 
gence quarters. “I have abso- 
lutely no intention of defam- 
ing the marshals and gener- 
als,” says, after giving some 
particularly choice details. 

He adds that he had “in- 
tentionally omitted the sub- 
ject of moral degradation and 
drunkenness” — which he had 
not. “I know, one thing for 
sure, though:' all our generals 
have mistresses, and some 


■n intelligence organizations 


might have been interested m 
the peccadilloes of members 
of the Soviet General Staff, 
just as Soviet intelligence 
would be interested in their 
western opposite numbers, 
and that Penkovsky thought 
it right to supply this infor- 
mation. But he would hardly 
write it all down for posterity. 

“Intelligence Feat” 

The introduction says that 
the extent and ingenuity' of 
Penkovsky’s work add up per- 
haps to the most extraordi- 
nary intelligence feat of this 
century. If there is no Soviet 
spy now working at an even 
higher level in the West, then 
this claim may well be valjd v 
Much of the intelligence in- 
formation reproduced in the 
book is obviously genuine. 

Western government ex- 
perts revealed their knowl- 
edge of it some time ago in 
the course of discussion about 
Soviet affairs. Penkovsky’s in- 
formation about the ignomin- 
ious failure of Khrushchev’s 
“secret weapon,” which blew 
up on the launching pad, en- 
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chev’s plans during the Ger-, 
man crisis of 1961 enabled the! 
West to make the dispositions 
which warded off the Soviet 
threat to Berlin. 

Penkovsky sent reports on 
the bickering over the build- 
ing up of the Soviet missile 
force, favored by Khrushchev, 
and the maintenance of ade-' 
quate conventional forces, fa- 
vored by the marshals. 

Dispute in Kremlin 

This gave western intelli- 
gence analysts the clues that 
helped them to study between 
the’ lines of the Soviet press 
the most important political 
dispute that raged in the So 
viet leadership in recent years 
— on the allocation of re- 
sources between civilian and 
military needs, within the 
military field itself. 

This contributed greatly to 
the western governments’ un- 
derstanding of the factors 
that caused the fall of Khrush 
chev, even though this oc 
curred some tyvo years after 
Penkovsky’s arrest. 

For some months before the 
Cuban missile crisis, Penkov 
sky and his western masters 
knew that he was being 
watched by Soviet counter-in- 
telligence. He could therefore 
neither acquire nor send any 
intelligence on what was to 
prove the most fateful con 
: frontation between East and 
] West, and suggestions that he 
] was asked to report on Soviet j 
j operations in Cuba just be 
] fore the crisis would appear- 
: to be without foundation. Yet, 
paradoxically, his contribution 
was probably decisive. 
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He had sent out, earlier, de-|' Penkovsky passed a paper |[ order and none at literary labld impute to milk him of any 

s s sasttsM 

srja rata; is s * «. ~ «»** 

XLSJf.tl SyWjt«k« up hi-* «. KIp- u.m,,,-, M g that h« h,^ 

„( construction The c , r 1 , jatoMMttat ho tod •«J»«,' 5AS ^ ft5 r ttr RoritJ ,1 “ London, would he 
warning made it possible for e g nC e. Only six months confrontation, all more or have gone,’ back to Moscow 

President Kennedy to make when he made another ‘less the same, and two o{ ar j^ reported later to his mas- 

in secret the preparations: ■ * British was them separated by only one ters that he had known dfcout 

that played so major a part « accepted. ' page — a curious! waste of time thd Wall four days in, ad- 

in his later management on ' ,, autobiography Sand space by one so short o£ V anc£? Why would’he do that 

the crisis, and in .compelling] 7i 0 T\ genuine . The de i both. -to shew, them after the 

Khrushchev to withdraw. scl . ip tion of* Pcnfcovsky’s own! Nor can these he the writ- evejW; ho^vyeltynformcd . he 
Lack of Time war service is woven into aiten reports sent out by Pen- was.? .. 

53 . ■£&* ■»"> ** *«* »» writ. h,ve made . bald atatcmcnl 

dl’prf Yetwe are asked to I supplying this kind of "bark- ing down laboriously, ‘in ml- of fact like that, almost eon- 
beheve ‘that Sto ^highly pro ! ground.” . , i nute detail, and repetitively ve rsattonally, and then gone 

fessional and valuable spy® A western compiler 'Of -the the views, impressions and with his discussion of 

553 * th“ great risks h. Pcnltev.k, pau.rc. dutrLthc fact. *h» w~ld have .ut- Khr „ sh[hcv ,, ,. ctks „„ BeI , 

aunt! cireariv running bv keeD- 0 t h e r band, m lig ht ..lta.ve ficed in much shorter outline. 

7ns a detafled ^account of his thought it useful 10 pttftjOe Yet Sometimes the book lm? Neither explanation 
no+HritiPs nnri views virtually the wide readership of the arouses the reader’s curiosity, seems credible, and no other 
every page of which ’contained book with a historical s}s$*h only to, frustrate it with- lack offers itself. The only logical 
enough secret information to that would h av » <M»3 d f, n - 0 f detail. The .introduction answer is that the words at- 
send him straight to the firing kovsky’s waj; par eef hiore makes for Penkovsky^ the tributed to Penkovsky were 

squad. meaningful. ' clai ™ ttiat a ™°£? d?*® J. ^ written by someone else— -un- 

In the foreword we are told . .. ., TT1 . sands of pieces of information remark he 

that "throughout the period Khrushchev in Ukraine swept up by him was the cx- Jess ttlls , was a remark lit 

during which Penkovsky was However, it is -not " side 1o act planned dimensions of the made in one of his subsequent 

turning over Information lu skc , c| , , hc f ■ t.adtground ™ " TSTSXSltJ^Sl 

after St fomposinTa Tour- w . i * h ° ut ., bdn « . fa " lil .’ ar * with Res ? onse to Wal1 . who took it down, filed it, and 

i I. yl jrl „ nassace that tile ® e *- alls wlll th it is com- iLtrge this is very import- it was then seen and used by 
r, ‘ v intT of truth Pen- poscd ' Penkovsky spent the an t ( for it may cause trouble the compiler of the “Papers.” 

kovskv himself makes it clear last two ,f ars l,f the war between Washington and Lon- Ipdeed, the style of the 

, . . i lag. 1 . in 3 military school and then the one hand and merfioirs is often discursive 

that this is. just what he could • - artilierv unit in thc‘ ,- me one innu, anu memoirs is oiten discursive, 

T,pf Op Hp has to write hur- in a artmeiy unu in uie g cr ] ln on t he otiier— some- verbose, almost conversation- 

n . 0l „ a "v- n " ,,V w “ • Ukraine, to Which he was: tlift . 4hitl . t hp comnilers of al— the verv oimosite of what 

riedly, he says, "for the sjm- * , nolitica! officer t11 / lg . , at tne compilers oi ai me very opposite oi wnat 

nip lark of time and space ” po „" a a, political oi tie nr - j the, : book can hardly h a v e one would expect from a mail 

P VhPn he TTitef tS ini ° n »"e occasion writing in Penkovsky’s diffi- 


nle laelc of time and space ” 1 A ■ d ‘ 1 i the. :book can hardly h a v e one would expect from a man 

pie lacs OI tune aim spate. , Qn one occasion the. unit writing in Penknvskv’s rtiffi- 

When he writes at night inj visited ‘bv a number of lntpndedi , v , w ” tlng . ln Penkovsky s ciittL 

his two-room' flat -he disturbs ^ V ° y a numDnl 01 It has always been assumed cult circumstances.. At . one 

his fnmlfv’s sleen' "Tvpine ls^ 0V l et n ^ illtar - v leader^, whom that fee ^ow: a'nd fumbling point, when discussing Soviet 


ms. two-room nai-ie uismi UP, Sovict mmtafy leaders, whom 
his family s sleep: Typmg I®: penkovsky recognized, but 1 , 
very noisy. During the ^y . there was one person- “whom na , 
he is ‘ always busy, running j had never seen before.” He spo 1 r 
like a madman, in a typically was t0 [ f j )a(er ^ h j s was m • 
Russian phrase between the „ a certain N s K hru.khchev.” a 
offices of his two employers, , Yet ^j Je p ast i W0 years ^ £? 


the Committee fdr thg ypoidi- Khrushchev bad been the 
I nation of Scieltitilk. ResArch, jiirgt secretary of the Ukrain- 

pnrl +hp Miliftn-./ tnlplliopnpp ifln Pnrlv rsrrvinp -mil a PietyvO pt tl'al 


?ogniz«k oui naturr of the western re- military maneuvers, he' is 
person- whom sp - onse to the wall was du e made to ask, “What is the 

Th TThfc .til in large measure .to the lack Point of these exercises”-- 
t„,p vporc Wcs.t German gpvcriimcnt has. aepiiea reply. 


been fhp n °t allies'! Would he really write like 


1 Hey dis- 


; that, whether in an intclli- 


and the Military; Intelligence ian Party, carrying out «. P • hV/WJSck^ ' Kence report or in his mem- 
Headquarters. His evenings ruthless and bloody purg :e.. 1 ad c Pi- c ¥ ^ ^ oirs? Gr was jt perll aps, a 

are generally occupied, nor. feared and hated, by all-r.the *•« , . , Y ’• 

jean he write while visiting his virtital master of tlie Ulu'alne, . i° sa y inat I learned a rout question put to Penkevsky by 
friends in the country: — the “Little Stalin." with his j; the Berlin Wall four days be- one of his interrogators, and 

“Som.eone may always, ask picture frequently displayed :j;fe re the Soviet government ; then, inadvertent iy, allowed 
what I am doing. At home, .in public places and in the!, c i 0 sed1t off” Yet the -to remain in' the edited' Iran- 

at least, "I haye a hiding place newspapers which would have ! ac , ua y . Ccr i n t. of the ' conversation 

in my desk.” On his -own ‘heen, obligatory reading for | account of his travels giyen fej raight have rormed the 
showing, he is; jiardly, likely to an aspiring political officer. \ in the npok, and the record of ^ as ^ s pass^ige in 

have produced in these, cir* No doubt the account of the ! 'hj s trial ' makes it clear ? that ho6k.? - • " . ; - 

cumstances the manuscript of incident was inserted into the j llf day f r „ tfiat date - The "rortVersatiOlial” origin 
what ls.jnow a, sizeable book, “papers” to make them ap-i • * ,y •. i nnmhw nf namms i. k 

Autobiagcmdiy Questioned pear more authentic, but the, Penkovsky was^tiU in Lon- ^^7 in sim lar ways Ms 

The delfiption of his do- « a ult, as happens so ofU-n doj q on «f f h «N«lSri W S 
mpc . t i„.. .nmricc when enthusiasm outruns |o«ty tflps on which he took;*. . ._ , f p 

mestic ji JppAanccs comes • d ludgment is the oppo- II time off -from shepherding So-I. . 8 ... U P £ —• 

from* Pbifko^sky.s autohto- 1 “IT. L Pt deWatinnJfen . : kavdky s written notes. This. 


graphical outline, of a kind! 


site of what was intended. ‘ ^^hjl'hiWfever,’ does not mean that 

that any intelligeAc^ ■ service ! J here tedious; repe- leasons fer ip, visits to he thp ^ whole may be re . 

would require from a prosper- trt'on which ks hardiy ac-f Wes^ long i as , a genuine edited 

tive'spy, so that it could check £ ounl ^ *** by .the explana-rW* tte ^^Angp-A^r- Penkovsky’s com 

his credentials before employ- lion tba ,t *he papers are ar- ican team mtel Jig* mce V6rsations with we stern intern- 
ing him. ■ I ran fi ed with little attempt atfefficeis who used every avail- gence orru . er3 . xhere are many 

other passages, and sometimes 
whole sections^, which betray 

flu 1 r ioec the alien hand- -or tongue. 
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There is, much tedious repe- ! reasons for his,, visits to the 
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